
 
 
 

Robert Easter Jr. Talks Unification Showdown  
with Mikey Garcia, Training in Florida & More 

 

"On July 28, I'm going to show everyone what they've been sleeping on  
& why I'm a world champion," - Easter 

 

Unbeaten Lightweight World Champion Faces Mikey Garcia Saturday, July 28 
Live on SHOWTIME from STAPLES Center in Los Angeles & Presented by 

Premier Boxing Champions 
  

Click HERE for Photos from Jose Pineiro/SHOWTIME 

  
WEST PALM BEACH, FL. (July 19, 2018) - IBF Lightweight World Champion Robert Easter Jr. has made 
the most of his inaugural training camp with Kevin Cunningham and will look to bring that same level of focus 
to the ring when he challenges WBC Lightweight World Champion Mikey Garcia Saturday, July 28 live on 
SHOWTIME from STAPLES Center in Los Angeles in an event presented by Premier Boxing Champions.  
  
"I decided to go to Florida for a different environment than I usually trained in," said Easter, a Toledo-native 
who had trained in his hometown for much of his pro career. "I needed to be taken out of my comfort zone. At 
home, I was focused on too many other things. Coming to West Palm Beach has allowed me to focus on 
nothing but myself and boxing." 
  
Easter saw what Cunningham had done for his close friends Adrien Broner and Gervonta Davis, who both 
trained with Cunningham leading into April 21 fights on SHOWTIME that saw Broner battle to an entertaining 
draw against Jessie Vargas and Davis capture a second world title with a spectacular knockout of Jesus 
Cuellar.  
  
"I was with Adrien Broner and Gervonta Davis every step of the way during training camp with Kevin 
Cunningham earlier this year," said Easter. "I saw for myself that it was something I needed to do. I talked 
with my dad about getting away from the distractions and we agreed this was the right move." 
  
Easter burst onto the scene in 2016 with a dominant knockout of former champion Argenis Mendez before 
beating Richard Commey later that year in an entertaining battle to capture the lightweight belt. Easter's last 
two defenses however have seen him narrowly escape with decision victories, something the unbeaten 
champion believes won't be a factor on July 28.  
  
"People are paying attention to my last couple of fights when I wasn't using my height and reach," said 
Easter. "I can improve on that by taking it back to what I had been doing before. I was knocking people out 
fight after fight.  
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"If you're looking at just my last two fights, you aren't giving me credit for everything I bring to the table. I 
faced two tough southpaws recently but on July 28 I'm going to show everyone what they've been sleeping 
on and why I'm a world champion." 
  
The 27-year-old Easter will now step up to take on one of boxing's pound-for-pound best in four-division 
world champion Mikey Garcia. For Easter, this is a fight that he's had on his mind and one that can put him 
into the top echelon of the sport.  
  
"I've always wanted to fight the best in my weight class and now I have my chance to unify," said Easter. "I 
know that Mikey is going to fight his fight and look to counter. He wants to wait for you to make a mistake so 
he can take advantage. 
  
"What I have to do is go in there and impose my attributes on him. My height and reach are my advantages, 
but also my speed and power. I just have to combine all that and focus on my footwork." 
  
Although Easter will be fighting in Garcia's hometown of Los Angeles, he has no plans to let the partisan 
crowd effect his focus as he looks for his biggest pro win in the same building where he made his 
professional debut.  
  
"It doesn't matter to me where we fight," said Easter. "None of the fans can help him fight. It's only about me 
and him in that ring together.  
  
"My first pro fight was at STAPLES Center and even though it was early on an undercard, I still felt like there 
were 10,000 fans watching me. I just fought my fight. It's all about staying focused. There will be no excuses 
on July 28."  
  
Tickets for the live event, which is promoted by Ringstar Sports and TGB Promotions, begin at $50, plus 
applicable fees, and are on sale now. To purchase tickets, visit AXS.com. 
  
The three-fight SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING telecast (10 p.m. ET/7 p.m. PT) will also see Cuban 
heavyweight slugger Luis "The Real King Kong" Ortiz returning to action to face former title challenger 
Razvan Cojanu in a 10-round bout and unbeaten super lightweight contender Mario "El Azteca" Barrios 
taking on hard-hitting Jose Roman in a 10-round showdown. 
  

#          #          # 
  
For more information visit www.SHO.com/Sports, www.premierboxingchampions.com and 
www.staplescenter.comfollow on Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, @PremierBoxing @MikeyGarcia, 
@RobertEaster_Jr, @Ringstar, @TGBPromotions @STAPLESCenter and @Swanson_Comm or become a 
fan on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOSports, www.Facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions and 
www.facebook.com/STAPLESCenter.PBC is sponsored by Corona, La Cerveza Mas Fina. 
  
CONTACTS:   
Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500 
Tim Smith, Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com 
Ringstar Sports: 213-622-0700 
TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 
Chris DeBlasio, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1633 
Matt Donovan, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1663 
Flo Jocou, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-7319 
Steve Pratt, BZA/SHOWTIME:  310-408-4555 
Cara Vanderhook, STAPLES Center: (213) 742-7273 
Credentials: www.magnamedia.com 
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